for Homes and Businesses

One of the primary issues facing the
Cincinnati metropolitan area is stormwater
runoff. The 10,000 Rain Gardens is a re-
cent initiative that many communities are
employing to encourage voluntary action
by citizens and corporations in reducing
stormwater runoff into streams and sewer
systems. Stormwater runoff carries debris
and fertilizer that ultimately end up in the
natural water system. When to much de-
bris and fertilizer makes its way to rivers

Stormwater Runoff into a local stream

and lakes, it first covers the bottom with a
blanket of sediment smothering the insects
and fish eggs, destroying the habitat of
many animals. Additionally, streams im-

pacted by runoff change dramatically in

depth and force, causing an adaptive hard-

ship to animals as well as a danger to the

surrounding public areas.

Poor water quality effects our quality
of life, our sense of who we are and where
we live, our community gathering places
and our enjoyment of the local resources.

‘What can we do? Plant a rain garden.
A rain garden is a 6-inch deep, shallow
bowl that is planted with native prairie
plants that are accustomed to the area’s soil
conditions and can absorb rain water
through deep root systems. The gardens
capture runoff from roofs and roads dur-
ing frequent storms, cleaning out pollut-
ants as it percolates back into the ground
through the roots. Designed to process wa-

Publication of the Alliance for Chemical Safety

A rain garden in action

ter within a day, rain gardens are mosquito
death traps, as mosquito eggs need more
than 48 hours to grow into larvae.

Native plants are drought-resistant and
attract butterflies and birds. These rain
gardens provide natural solutions to wet
weather problems, such as floods, sewer
backups and dangerous pollution of
streams and rivers. Government studies
show that up to 70 percent of the poliu-
tion in streams, rivers and lakes is carried
by stormwater that runs off of roofs and
roadways. During heavy storms,
stormwater can overflow the City’s com-
bined sewer systems.

Co ity Involy t

Kansas City is one of the first major
cities in the United States to launch a city-
wide 10,000 Rain Gardens initiative with
training workshops and reference materi-
als. For more information on the loca-
tion, design and construction of rain gar-
dens, Kansas City has established an in-
formation website at www.rainkc.com.

www.acs-online.org

24 Our Neighborhoods

Rain Gardens: A New Clean Water Plan

Fall 2006



LANXESS Celebrates National Chemistry Week

The American Chemical Society sponsored its annual National Chemistry Week from October 22 — 28. This community-
based program unites American Chemical Society, businesses, schools, and individuals in communicating the importance
of chemistry to our daily quality of life. The celebration included a national poster contest focused on science in home
safety and an invention contests using chemical principles to develop a new green building material or improve an existing
one for a home for students in grades K — 12.

As part of their community involvement employees from the LANXESS Corporation’s Addyston plant participated in
events held at the Walnut Hills and Cleves Libraries. In all about 25 kids participated in the activities that included
making “Cartesian divers’, testing the strength
of pasta “plywood” and investigating different
materials for insulation.

Duane Day of LANXESS Corporation works with
students at the Cleves Library

Our Nel:qhbarhaaa's is a publication of the Alliance for Chemical
Safety (ACS), a Greater Cincinnati non-profit organization dedicated to promot-
ing chemical safety. The ACS sponsors monthly public meetings on the third
Wednesday of each month. Please visit our web site at www.acs-online.org or call
us at (513) 612-3074 for meeting locations and times.
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