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Alliance for Chemical Safety Awarded $15,000 in Grants for 

Shelter In Place Education

If a toxic gas or airborne biological agent were released into your neighborhood, would you know what to do? The Alliance for Chemical Safety wants to make sure you do.  Now, more than ever, citizens need to be prepared for the possibility of both accidental and intentional hazardous material emergencies. 

Toward that end, FEMA and the Greater Cincinnati Foundation have awarded the Alliance more than $15,000 in grant money for Shelter In Place education in the Greater Cincinnati area.

Shelter In Place1 is a safety procedure used by emergency responders to help protect you and your family during a serious airborne chemical emergency.  It means taking shelter inside your home, work place, school or other building until the danger has passed.  The goal of Shelter In Place is to prevent contaminated outside air from entering your home or other shelter for the duration of the incident, usually a few hours.

FEMA, now under the federal Department of Homeland Security, awarded the Alliance $10,700 under its Assistance to Firefighters Grant program.  This grant requires a 30% match from the Alliance.  The Greater Cincinnati Foundation awarded the Alliance $4,700 through a grant from the Underwriter’s Salvage Corps Fund.

“The Alliance is pleased to receive this grant money, especially in light of current concerns about terrorism against chemical plants,” says Rob Paxton, chair of the Alliance for Chemical Safety.  “This generous financial assistance from a local foundation and the federal government will help us protect the citizens of Greater Cincinnati in an emergency situation.”

The Alliance and its partners, the Cincinnati Fire Department and the Cincinnati Health Department, promote Shelter In Place year round.  Upcoming events include a hands-on booth at Super Safety Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., July 17 at the Museum Center, the fire department’s Safe Summer Nights program, and Shelter In Place drills at local schools next fall.  The Alliance will use the money to purchase materials such as brochures, posters, handouts, magnets, children’s videos, and door hangers.

The Alliance for Chemical Safety is a non-profit group of Greater Cincinnati industries, emergency responders, government agencies and citizens working to promote chemical safety.

If you would like more information about Shelter In Place or the Alliance, please call Deb Leonard at (513) 612-3074.
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1If you are told to Shelter In Place by local authorities2, please take the following safety actions:

•
Close and lock all windows and exterior doors.

•
Turn off all air conditioners, fans and heating systems, etc. that draw in outside air.

•
Close the fireplace damper.

•
Get your Disaster Supply Kit3 and make sure your radio is working.

•
Go to a room with the fewest windows and doors on the highest story of your home or 
other shelter.  Do NOT go to the basement. Many chemicals are heavier than air and can seep into a basement.

•
Bring your pet(s) with you, along with food and water for them.

•
Do not overload the phone system.  Use your phone (or mobile phone) for emergency purposes only. 

•
Use duct tape and plastic sheeting to seal windows, doors, vents, outlets, etc.  Wet towels can also be used if you do not have plastic.


•
Stay inside this room and listen to your radio or television until local authorities tell you the emergency is over OR you are told to evacuate.

•
When local authorities announce the end of the emergency, ventilate your home by opening doors and windows.  Go outside until your home is aired out.

2You will be notified of a serious hazardous material emergency by one or more of the following methods:

•
Television or radio

•
NOAA weather radio

•
Outdoor warning sirens

•
Door-to-door notification

•
Public address systems on vehicles.

If you are a Hamilton County resident, you can be notified by your weather radio.  If your weather radio is programmable, set it to receive civil emergency messages.  Make sure your weather radio is on at all times.

3You are encouraged to prepare a Disaster Supply Kit with emergency supplies that will last at least three days.  The kit should be stored in a box or duffel bag in the room in which you plan to Shelter In Place.  Please see the American Red Cross website for a list of items at www. www.redcross.org. 


