In 2001, the Alliance for Chemical Safety launched a program to alert Hamilton County residents to the hazards of the improper disposal of household hazardous waste (HHW). Under a matching grant from the Hamilton County Solid Waste District (District), the Alliance initiated a project with the goal of determining the best way to collect HHW.  To achieve this goal, studies were undertaken to determine the methods that other counties and municipalities in the U.S. use to collect HHW. The advice of national experts was also sought on the best current practice and requirements for the establishment of  a permanent, centrally located HHW collection facility.  

During the four one-day hazardous waste collection events sponsored by the District in 2003, a study was performed on the generation of HHW by zip codes which could then be correlated with demographic factors.  To gather baseline information, a study was made of the collection of HHW by zip codes which could be correlated with neighborhood income levels and other demographic factors.  The purpose of this analysis was to help in the siting and location of a drop-off site.  During this period, volunteers from the Alliance also assisted in the District’s annual computer collection events where tons of electronic components were collected from local industry.  

From the information gathered, a web site, WWW.RRRC.info, was created to disseminate the information and to put forward an Alliance proposal for the District to create a Regional Recycling and Research Center.  This Center would include a drop-off point for hazardous waste and computers as well as an entreprenurial area where new items would be made from the collected material.  A presentation was made to the District Policy Committee prior to the development of their next 15-year plan, so that the County needs in relation to HHW could be properly considered.

The results of this program are that the District established a demonstration project to centrally collect HHW at a drop-off site for a period of six months.  This program was very successful and has been budgeted to continue in 2005.  It is hoped that continued funding will be included in the District's 15-year plan. An additional opportunity has arisen from the efforts of the Alliance to consolidate the functions of an established hazardous waste handler, a paint recycler and an electronics recycler in a central location as proposed in the Regional Recycling and Research Center  plan.  It is hoped that the District will aggressively pursue this opportunity on behalf of the Hamilton County residents.

